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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1, 6, 10-1 1, 16, 20-21, 28, and 29 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

With respect to claims 1, 1 1, 16, 21, in line 1, the term "for multicasting" is not a positive 
limitation but only requires the ability to so perform. Therefore, it does not limit a claim to a 
particular structure and does not limit the scope of a claim or claim limitation. 

With respect to claim 6, in line 1, the term "for provide" is not a positive limitation but 
only requires the ability to so perform. Therefore, it does not limit a claim to a particular 
structure and does not limit the scope of a claim or claim limitation. 

With respect to claim 10, in line 1, "the message" lacks antecedent basis. 

With respect to claim 1 1, in line 4, the acronym "RTP" should be spelled out. 

With respect to claim 20, in line 1, the term "for determining" is not a positive limitation 
but only requires the ability to so perform. Therefore, it does not limit a claim to a particular 
structure and does not limit the scope of a claim or claim limitation. 

With respect to claims 28 and 29, in line 1, the term "for processing" is not a positive 
limitation but only requires the ability to so perform. Therefore, it does not limit a claim to a 
particular structure and does not limit the scope of a claim or claim limitation. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 
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Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 

directed to non-statutory subject matter. A computer program is merely a set of instructions and 

itself, not a process. Therefore, it is a nonstatutory functional descriptive material. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an appUcation filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 3-5, 16-18, 21, 23-26, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by Kozdon et al (US Patent No. 6,456,601 Bl). Hereinafter, referred to as Kozdon. 

With respect to claims 1, 21, 26, and 28, Kozdon discloses a method for multicasting 
annovmcements in a communication network (Fig. 2), the method comprising: 

establishing an address in a memory (Fig. 3, step 46); 

forming an annoimcement (Fig. 3, step 44, call progress tones); and 
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broadcasting the announcement on the address (col. 4, lines 35-37 - the tones or 
deliveries may be multiplexed into a single data stream that can be broadcast to all the devices or 
multicast to registered devices). 

With respect to claims 3, 18, and 23, Kozdon discloses that wherein the announcement is 
a tone (Fig. 3, step 44). 

With respect to claims 4 and 24, Kozdon discloses that wherein the tone is a call-ringing 
tone (col. 4, lines 3-4 - call status tones include busy, ringback, error, and others). 

With respect to claims 5 and 25, Kozdon discloses that wherein the tone is a call-routing 
tone (col. 4, lines 3-4 - call status tones include busy, ringback, error, and others). 

With respect to claim 16, Kozdon discloses a method for multicasting announcements, 
the method comprising: 

establishing an address (col. 4, lines 10-12 - each of the call progress tones or pre- 
programmed audio deliveries at the server 10 may be associated with a unique multicast 
address); 

forming a plurality of annoimcements (col. 3, lines 64-65 and Fig. 3 - a multicast server 
10 for storing or creating the tones 44 or deliveries 43); 

playing each of the plurality of announcements to a distinct address in a memory device 
(Fig. 3, step 46, tones and deUveries are broadcasted to associated addresses); and 
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allowing multiple entities to retrieve the announcement from any of the distinct addresses 
(col. 4, lines 12-14 - telephony enabled devices within the network may obtain a particular call 
progress tone by registering to the specific multicast group). 

With respect to claim 17, Kozdon discloses that wherein the announcement being played 
at a particular address is switched substantially immediately to another announcement (col. 2, 
lines 66-67 - the ACD device can periodically select an altemate announcement from the 
multiplex stream, which comprising a plurality of multiplexed tones or deliveries). 

4. Claims 1 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gallant et al 
(US Pub 2002/0136206 Al). Hereinafter, referred to as Gallant. 

With respect to claim 11, Rosenberg discloses a method for multicasting announcements, 
the method comprising: 

transmitting an INVITE message to a called party device (page 6, 86'*" paragraph - proxy 
NSl attempts contact via Terminal 2 by sending an INVITE message); 

receiving responsively to the INVITE message, a response message from the called party 
device (page 6, 86'*^ paragraph - Terminal 2 sends back a "180 Ringing" provisional response as 
a progress indicator telling the calling party that the terminal is ringing), the response message 
including an RTP destination address (herein, the provisional response must include the address 
of the Terminal 2); and 

locating the RTP destination address (herein, response is received at the proxy) and 
obtaining an announcement from the RTP destination address (the ringing tone). 
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With respect to claims 12 and 13, Gallant discloses that wherein the announcement is call 
routing-tone and/or call ringing tone (page 6, 86^^ paragraph - Terminal 2 sends back a "180 
Ringing" provisional response as a progress indicator telling the calling party that the terminal is 
ringing. Herein, the tone is a ringing tone or routing tone). 

With respect to claims 14 and 15, Gallant discloses that wherein the response message is 
a "100 Trying" and/or "180 Ringing" message (page 6, 84'** paragraph and 86th paragraph - 
"100 Trying" and "180 Ringing"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 19-20, 22, 27, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Kozdon et al (US Patent No. 6,456,601 Bl) in view of Petersson (US Patent No. 6,763,003 

Bl). Hereinafter, referred to as Kozdon and Petersson. 

With respect to claims 2 and 22, Kozdon discloses a method and system to provide 

telephony tones and announcements in a packetized network environment (Fig. 2). Kozdon does 

not disclose communicating the address to a device and retrieving the announcement from the 

address. Petersson discloses that the control center sends a message, including the VC identifier 
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(address), to the terminal instructing the terminal to listen to a particular VC for the tone 
(announcement) (col. 3, lines 30-41). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to include the feature of sending a channel identifier or 
address for obtaining a corresponding tone to a terminal in Kozdon's system, as suggested by 
Petersson, to reduce the number of channels used among a plurality of terminals since all 
terminals listen to a same address for a particular tone and not having separate channels for 
different tones and for different terminals. 

With respect to claims 19, 20, 27, and 29, Kozdon discloses an aimouncement server 
(Fig. 3, element 10) comprising: 

means for initiating the broadcasting of announcements (Fig. 3, element 50 including 
means for multicasting signals); 

means for determining an address to broadcast the announcements and means for 
broadcasting the announcements to the address (Fig. 3, elements 44 and 46, call progress tones 
are broadcasted to determined and/or associated addresses); 

means for communicating the announcements to a proxy (col. 5, lines 33-39 - proxies are 
used to receive and process call progress tones and deUveries from the server). 

Kozdon does not disclose that the proxy communicating the address to a caller device. 
Petersson discloses that the control center sends a message, including the VC identifier (address), 
to the terminal instructing the terminal to listen to a particular VC for the tone (announcement) 
(col. 3, lines 30-41). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include the feature of sending a channel identifier or address for 
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obtaining a corresponding tone to a terminal in Kozdon's system, as suggested by Petersson, to 
reduce the number of channels used among a plurality of terminals since all terminals listen to a 
same address for a particular tone and not having separate channels for different tones and for 
different terminals. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 6-10 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art does not teach or fairly suggest that the announcement server continuously 
broadcasting selected announcements to an address in a memory; announcement server 
communicating the plurality of addresses to the proxy; and the proxy communicates the address, 
associated with continuously broadcasted selected announcements, to the caller device, as 
specified in independent claim 6. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Yamada et al (US Pub 2002/0058521 Al) discloses distribution system capable of easy 
registration or renewal of ringing tones. 

Gallant (US Pub 2002/0131575 Al) discloses method and system for providing 
intelUgent network control services in IP telephony. 
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Holden (US Patent No. 6,771,639 Bl) discloses providing announcement information in 
requests to establish interactive call sessions. 



examiner should be directed to Anh-Vu H. Ly whose telephone number is 571-272-3175. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppUcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact jjit Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



8. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 




avl 



